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Nature Restoration Law 
&

Urban Green/Biodiversity 
Indicators



➢ First-ever legislation that targets 
restoration of Europe’s nature

➢ Repair the 80% of European habitats 
that are in poor condition 

➢ Bring back nature to all ecosystems 
(from forest and agricultural land to 
marine, freshwater and urban 
ecosystems)

➢ Legally binding targets for nature 
restoration in different ecosystems will 
apply to every Member State, 
complementing existing laws. 

Nature Restoration Law:



➢ Member States will need to establish 
Nature Restoration Plans outlining how 
they will restore nature across a range 
of ecosystems 

➢ The aim is to cover at least 20% 
of the EU's land and sea areas by 
2030 with nature restoration 
measures, and eventually extend 
these to all ecosystems in need of 
restoration by 2050. 

➢

Nature Restoration Law:



Urban Targets

No net loss of urban green space, and of urban tree canopy cover by 2030, 
compared to 2021, in all cities and in towns and suburbs.

Increase in the total national area of urban green space in cities and in 
towns and suburbs of at least 3 % of the total area compared to 2021, by 
2040, and at least 5 % by 2050.

A minimum of 10 % urban tree canopy cover in all cities and in towns and 
suburbs by 2050.

Net gain of urban green space that is integrated into existing and new 
buildings and infrastructure developments, including through renovations 
and renewals in all cities and suburbs.



The EU Biodiversity Strategy and the 
Nature Restoration Law are a great first 

step to bringing nature back into our 
cities, but to ensure that we reverse the 
decline in biodiversity we need targeted 

biodiversity indicators to map and 
monitor this progress.
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Indicators measure the condition of urban 

ecosystems as well as the pressures 

acting on them and the capacity to provide 

these services



“Green City Accord” five mandatory area to 
assess and monitor
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• Percentage of protected natural areas, 

restored and naturalized areas on public land 

in municipality 

• Percentage of tree canopy cover within the 

city 

• Change in number of species of birds in urban 

area/built-up areas in the city



Two major publications regarding the measuring and monitoring of 
biodiversity in an urban context.

➢ JRC. 2018. 5th MAES Report: Mapping and Assessment of Ecosystems 
and their Services
• This report provides operational guidance to the EU and the Member 

States on how to assess the condition (or the state) of Europe's 
ecosystems. 

• Ecosystems need to be in good condition to provide multiple 
ecosystem services, which, in turn, deliver benefits and increase 
well-being. 

• Ecosystem condition can be measured using indicators.

Some more background….



MAES ecosystem type indicators for 
pressure and indicators for ecosystem 

condition







➢ The Singapore Index on Cities’ Biodiversity 

• Self-assessment tool for cities to benchmark and monitor the progress of 
their biodiversity conservation efforts against their own individual baselines.

• The framework of the Singapore Index comprises two parts: first, the 
“Profile of the City” provides background information on the city; 

• 28 indicators that measure native biodiversity, ecosystem services and 
governance and management of biodiversity in the city. 

• Each indicator is assigned a scoring range between zero and four points, 
with a maximum score of 112 points. Cities will have to conduct a baseline 
scoring in the first application of the SI and conduct subsequent application 
every 3 – 5 years to allow sufficient time between applications for the 
results of biodiversity conservation efforts to materialize.
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